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SYSTEM PLANNING FLOW CHART 
System Planning is Caltrans long-range (20-25 years) transportation planning process to evaluate current & future operating conditions & 
deficiencies on the State Highway System (CA Gov. Code 65086).  The system planning process is made up of four documents, the District 
System Management Plan (DSMP), the Transportation Concept Report (TCR), the Corridor System Management Plan (CSMP), and the 
DSMP Project List. System planning is just one aspect of transportation planning that feeds into project initiation and programming, many 
activities within transportation planning work together to bring projects to completion.  The development of all system planning products 
is guided by a variety of federal, state, regional, local, and tribal plans, policies, and informational sources. For more information on 
system planning please see the California Corridor Mobility website at: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/corridor-mobility/index.html 
 

DSMP 
The DSMP is a strategic policy document that outlines the 
vision and goals for the future of transportation within the 
District.  One document is prepared by each District.  

The DSMP guides the 
analysis and needs 
identification 
performed in the CSMP 

The DSMP guides the 
analysis and needs 
identification 
performed in the TCR 

CSMP 
The CSMP is a multi-jurisdictional planning document 
that identifies existing conditions and future needs within 
corridors experiencing or expected to experience high 
levels of congestion.  It is similar to a TCR, except it often 
includes more detailed and complex analysis.  One 
document is prepared for each of the identified corridors 
and serves as a TCR for those segments.  

TCR 
The TCR is a planning document that identifies existing 
route conditions and future needs.  The District prepares 
one document for each SHS route within their boundaries.  

The DSMP helps to prioritize the 
projects identified in the DSMP 
Project List 

The DSMP Project 
List derives its list 
partly from projects 
identified in the TCR 

The DSMP Project List 
derives its list partly 
from projects identified 
in the CSMP 

DSMP Project List 
The DSMP Project List is a dynamic list of projects derived from TCRs, 
CSMPs, Regional Transportation Plans (RTPs), the Interregional 
Transportation Strategic Plan (ITSP), and General Plans.  The list signifies 
support from the District. One document is prepared by each District. 

The DSMP Project List is used by the Districts 
to advocate projects to move through to 
Project Initiation and Programming 

PROJECT INITIATION & 

PROGRAMMING 

STATEWIDE PLANNING 
California Interregional Blueprint (CIB) 
& California Transportation Plan (CTP) 

Statewide Planning provides the statewide policy framework that guides the 
transportation investments and decisions made during the system planning process. 
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