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USE WITH 2006 STANDARDS

Use in District 9 only

Use when a Mohave ground squirrel incidental take permit is issued.

Use with SSP S4-003 "Beginning of Work, Time of Completion, and Liquidated Damages."

Use with SSP S5-280 "Supplemental Project Information".


Add to S5-280:  List on line 1:


1)  Incidental take permit

10‑1.__  ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (MOHAVE GROUND SQUIRREL)

GENERAL

Summary

1

This section includes general specifications for protecting Mohave ground squirrel (MGS) including providing a Designated Biologist (DB) to perform duties required by the Department of Fish and Game Incidental Take permit (permit), the permit includes detailed requirements.

Submittals

2

1.
Qualifications Data: Provide to the Engineer the name, qualifications, business address, and telephone number of the proposed DB within 14 days of contract approval.  Do not start construction activities until the DB is approved by the Engineer.  The Engineer will approve or reject the contractor’s proposed DB within 45 days.  If the Contractor submits a DB who is not approved the 45 day time period starts over for each re-submittal.
2.
Monthly Compliance report.

3.
Proof of training

4.
Closeout submittals: Provide Final Mitigation Report upon completion of work.

Quality Assurance

Regulatory Requirements:

3

The MGS is protected by the California Endangered Species Act.

Qualifications

4

Provide a DB who is responsible for overseeing compliance with the permit for this project. 

The DB is a biologist approved by the Department of Fish and Game and the only person to handle and relocate MGS.

Project site conditions

5

Existing conditions: This project is within identified Mohave ground squirrel (Spermophilus mohavensis) habitat.

Protection Measures

Relocate Mohave ground squirrel

6

If an MGS is found in a burrow during project-related activities on the project site, relocate immediately to a burrow at a location approved by the Department of Fish and Game's Regional Representative.

7

The DB must immediately notify the Engineer.  Notification includes the date, time, location, circumstances of incident, the name of the party that actually relocated the animal, and the location (including GPS coordinates) to which the animal was moved.

Training of Contractor's Personnel

8

The DB must conduct an education program for all persons who work on–site during construction.  The program must include the biology of the MGS, the habitat needs, their status under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA), and the management measures provided in the permit.  A fact sheet containing this information must be prepared and distributed.  Workers include laborers, tradesmen, material suppliers, equipment maintenance personnel, supervisors, foremen, office personnel, food vendors, and other personnel that stay on the project longer than 30 minutes.  Specific requirements for the educational program are stated in the permit.  Upon completion of the orientation, employees must sign a form stating that they attended the program and understand protection measures.  Submit a list or proof of training for each individual working on the project.

Notification and Reporting

9

Compliance Inspections: The DB must conduct compliance inspections a minimum of once per week, and a monthly compliance report must be provided to the Engineer.  Compliance inspection includes mitigation/avoidance measures, and checking of exclusion zones to ensure that signs, stakes, and fencing are intact and human activities have been restricted in protected zones.

10

Final Mitigation Report:  No later than 20 days after completion of the project, including completion of mitigation measures, the DB must prepare and provide the Engineer with a final mitigation report.  The final mitigation report includes:

1.
A copy of the table in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) with notes showing when each mitigation measure was implemented

2.
Available information about project-related incidental take of species covered in the permit

3.
Information about other Project impacts on the species covered in the permit

4.
Construction dates

5.
An assessment of the effectiveness of the permit’s conditions of approval in minimizing and compensating for project impacts

6.
Recommendations on how mitigation measures might be changed to more effectively minimize and mitigate the impacts of future project on the MGS.

7.
Other pertinent information, including the level of take associated with the project.

11 

If a MGS is killed by a project-related activity, or if a MGS is otherwise found dead, a written report will be sent to the Engineer within 5 hours of the incident.  The report will include the date, time of the finding or incident, location of the carcass, and the circumstances.

12

MATERIALS

Not Used

CONSTRUCTION

Project Conditions

13

A trash abatement program must be initiated during pre-construction phases of the project and continue through the duration of the project.  Trash and food items must be contained in closed raven-proof containers and removed at least once per week.

14

Observations of the MGS or evidence of their presence during project activities must be conveyed to the Engineer through the DB.  Personnel must access the project site using existing routes.

MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT

15

The contract lump sum price paid for environmental protection (Mohave ground squirrel) includes full compensation for furnishing all labor, materials, tools, equipment and incidentals and for doing all work involved in Mohave ground squirrel including providing a Designated Biologist and training, as shown on the plans, as specified in the Standard Specifications and these special provisions and as directed by the Engineer.
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