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Use if an Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) is shown on the plans for the preservation of archeological sites, existing vegetation, biological habitat protection, or other and:  1) ESA boundaries will be defined by methods other than Temporary Fencing (Type ESA); or 2) there are different types of ESAs having different conditions.

Exact locations for ESA boundaries will be marked on the ground by appropriate Department staff (i.e., District Environmental staff or the Environmental-Construction Liaison).  Place a note in the RE Pending file directing the Engineer to consult with District Environmental staff or Environmental-Construction liaison to confirm ESA boundaries and to obtain guidance for assistance with staking operation, or to grant access within the ESA.

Include the ESA Action Plan in the RE Pending file.  At a minimum, this plan should contain protection and access requirements; active and inactive times; and other information that may be helpful to Construction staff in protecting the ESA during job construction.

Show ESAs on all plan sheets.  Because some types of ESAs have different regulatory requirements, such as cultural and archeological sites, the exact nature of the ESA should not be described on the plans.

ESA boundaries should be readily apparent to construction staff possibly by using orange plastic fencing.  However, the public awareness caused by increased visibility must be considered.  

If required, include SSP 07-446 Temporary Fence (Type ESA).

Do not edit this SSP to include District Biologist approvals or mitigation measures such as revegetation methods, wildlife relocation, or other.

5-1.__  ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREA

1

An environmentally sensitive area (ESA) exists within or near the limits of the job site where access is limited or prohibited.

2
The ESA boundaries shown are approximate; the Department marks the exact ESA boundaries on the ground.

3.  If other types of fences or other methods for denying access are required, edit paragraph to fit those requirements.
Before starting work, protect the ESA by installing temporary fence (Type ESA) or wildlife exclusion fence.

4.  If limited access to the ESA is allowed, edit paragraph with the following text after the 1st sentence:  "Limited access to an ESA may be allowed for _____________.  No other access is allowed within an ESA."  Edit to allow limited access by the Contractor for biological monitoring, water sampling, collection of native plant material, release of encroaching wildlife, etc.

Do not enter the ESA unless authorized.  Vehicle access, storage or transport of materials or equipment, or other job related activities are prohibited within the boundaries of the ESA.

5*.  Use if different ESAs are on the project.  Complete table to identify each ESA and the corresponding requirements.  It is possible that a project may have more than one ESA and that different ESAs will have different requirements (e.g., project includes both riparian and archeological ESAs which have different requirements for monitoring or access).

Comply with the following:

	Identification
	Location
	Condition
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If you damage the ESA, the Department determines the efforts necessary to mitigate the damage.  If the Engineer determines mitigation work will be performed by others or if mitigation fees are assessed on the Department, you are responsible for mitigation costs and fees.

